Landesstiftung Baden-Württemberg

(State Foundation Baden-Württemberg)

PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION

Herewith we would like to inform you that your institution, being a partner institution of Aalen University, has been chosen to be included in the aforementioned grant programme from the Land "Baden-Württemberg" for the coming application round 2006 / 2007. This grant programme is meant for students only (incoming and outgoings) and has been set up by the State of Baden-Württemberg to support the mobility of students of Baden-Württemberg Universities and their Partner universities. We can consider applications meant for studies and for final projects / degree dissertation (no internships) at Aalen University. However, please note that we cannot accept any direct applications from your students, as you are requested to pre-screen/select suitable applications.

HOW MANY GRANTS?

We have the possibility to award grants to 1-2 students from your institution who are interested in spending 1 or 2 study semesters at Aalen University during the Academic Year 2006/2007.

We offer (more than 2 applications per institution very welcome):

- 1 grant for 10 months or

- 2 grants for 5 months each.

In case that not all grants that we have foreseen for each partner institution, member of the pool, can be distributed (e.g. because of lack of applicants), further grants might be possible for other institutions member of the pool (which is the reason why it is important to send possibly more than 1 or 2 applications).

HOW MUCH?

The monthly grant amounts between € 400,- and € 800,- for undergraduates and between € 400,- and € 1.200,- for graduates/postgraduates. The final amount for each grantee will be fixed according to total number of students chosen (all institutions involved including our outgoings) and total grant budget of Aalen University available for the 2006/2007 round. Please understand that our interest is to award a maximum of grants which is why monthly grant amounts will rather converge towards minimum than maximum amounts.

STUDY PERIODS CONCERNED

The semesters of studies at Aalen University concerned are:

- Winter semester 2006/2007 starting September/October and/or

- Summer semester 2007, starting March 2007.

WHO IS ELLIGIBLE?

Degree seeking students from your institution, advanced undergraduates and (post)graduates with minimum good (better very good) academic performance who desire to spend a study or research period at Aalen University. 
Undergraduates should be at least in their 2nd year when applying and at least in their 3rd year when coming to Aalen. 
Postgraduates may already be members of your teaching or research staff, but should be in the process of studying for a higher degree. Age limit: not older than 35 years when starting the foreseen study period at Aalen University. 
Students receiving the grant cannot receive a grant from any other organisation. 
We generally accept student applications from any suitable field of studies, no matter for which department the cooperation agreement has initially been set up. Nevertheless, most courses are taught in German (except in International Business Studies and the MSc in Polymer Technology and MSc in Photonics). Therefore, if German language knowledge is not given then only applications for final projects / degree dissertations / research projects in English language can be considered.

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Application deadline is: fro students March 31st at your institution; forwarding of documents of chosen candidates to Aalen University not later than April 10th (date of reception, at least by fax in advance to ++ 49 7361 576 136). 
APPLICATION PROCESS

· The pre-selection must be made by your institution, generally by your International Relations Office in cooperation with Departments concerned. 
· In case we receive more than one application from your institution, please add a ranking with a short comment about each applicant.
· The final selection is made by Aalen University.
· Attention (very important): in case a nominated candidate who is also chosen by us were to withdraw his/her application at some later stage of the process, then the partner institution should nominate an alternative candidate, if existing, to Aalen University and NOT to the State Foundation directly! This means that if 1, 2 or even more grants have been allocated to your institution after our selection process, there is no guarantee that you can keep the same number of grants in case one or more of your candidates are withdrawing their application at a later stage. In that case, you may nominate alternative candidates to us (and not to the State foundation directly), but it could happen that the grant(s) concerned will go to another institution. This is simply due to the fact, that after our final selection, we have our own ranking list of candidates and reserve candidates. 
APPLICATION DOCUMENTS

The students should provide us via your International Relations Office (no direct application to us allowed) with the following documents:
-
CV/Resume 
-
Letter of application with information on studies, career to date and which study period is thought at

-
Copies of certificates, such as, degrees awarded, transcript of courses, and proof of foreign language skills required for study program; in any case proof of very good English language knowledge

-
Letter of recommendation by a professor tutoring the student explaining academic performance as well as intercultural and social competence

All applications are to be addressed to: 
International Relations Office

HTW Aalen - University

Beethovenstr. 1, D-73430 Aalen, Germany

Tel.: ++ 49 7361 576 - 125; Fax: - 136

